[Detection of TT DNA virus (TTV) in blood donors and patients with hepatitis of unclear etiology].
A new human infective agent: TT virus (TTV) has been recently identified. The polymerase chain reaction detected TTV DNA in the sera of 5 (31.3%) out of 16 children with acute hepatitis, 5 (17.2%) out of 29 children and 3 (14.3%) out of 21 adults with liver diseases of unknown etiology, and 18 (13.2%) out of 136 free-of-charge blood donors. These results indicate a high prevalence of TTV infection in Russia and absence of an obvious correlation between this infection and nonA, nonB, nonC hepatitis in examined patients. Phylogenetic analysis of amplified fragments of viral DNA from 3 patients selected at random showed that the isolated strains belong to subtype 1a, most prevalent in the world.